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Regional business owners to participate in emerging technology community forum
Wenatchee, WA.- Regional business owners will participate in a community forum to discuss economic development opportunities related to emerging technologies. The event is sponsored by the Chelan County PUD and is scheduled for February 3 from 5:30-7:30 at the Confluence Technology Center in Wenatchee. The forum is free and open to the public.
The purpose of the forum is to explore economic development opportunities, including job and industry growth potential, of emerging technology industries such as data server farms, blockchain technology, and bitcoin, within the region that require high-density power loads.  The conversation is an opportunity to discuss and explore all sides of the pending high-density load rate decision being considered by the Chelan County PUD Commissioners. 
Panelists include Malachi Salcido, owner of The Salcido Connection, and Michael Cao and Jared Richardson, co-owners of Dedicated ASIC Services, LLC. 

Malachi Salcido is the founder and owner of The Salcido Connection, a multi-disciplined contractor headquartered in Wenatchee since its inception 14 years ago.  What started literally as a one-man show providing heating and air conditioning services, has grown into  a multi-million dollar operation.  The Salcido Connection is now the largest full-service contracting firm in the region, providing a full range of competencies and services including mechanical, electrical, building controls, data, telecommunications, security, fiber, food safety, engineering, and general contracting.

As a guiding business principle, The Salcido Connection continues to grow the range of expertise and abilities to advance its business and create additional job opportunities for our County.  The Salcido Connection is developing Tier 0 data space; specifically in the blockchain technology arena.

Michael Cao started his entrepreneurial career at age 14 when he was accepted to attend college early. Since that time, he has been creating profitable businesses and has been an early advocate of emerging blockchain technologies. 

Cao is best known for founding www.zoomhash.com and co-founding Dedicated Hosting Services LLC. Cao won the 2014 Build a Business contest with the award of mentorship from Mark Cuban, Arianna Huffington, Tim Ferriss and Daymond Jon. He has served as a paid consultant for the HBO show Silicon Valley, where his devises were featured. Cao can also be found speaking at many bitcoin conventions and conferences throughout the United States.  

Jared Richardson is an engineer who has worked for Amazon as a senior developer on the main homepage, and now dedicates his time to leveraging creative opportunities in the blockchain technology and data center space.  He has been involved with bitcoin since 2011, and has been in the Wenatchee Valley founding his business since the summer of 2013.  He has consulted for five companies in the area dedicated to blockchain technologies.  
The event will be moderated by Chelan County PUD staff. Each panelist is at the forefront of leveraging emerging technology for business growth. 

Blockchain technology is a secure, distributed electronic ledger system.  This technology performs the exchange of both informational and financial transactions and activities; while providing the most advanced, superior security and fraud protection at a fraction of the cost of current options available.  These unequivocal and smart security features have attracted investments from the likes of NASDAQ, VISA, CITI, Chase, JP Morgan, Barclays, Capital One, and Goldman Sachs.  

On December 15, 2014, the Chelan County PUD placed a moratorium on applications for 1aMW of power or greater. Currently, the Chelan County PUD Commissioners are seeking public input on the proposed decision to add a new High-Density Rate Class that would create significant impacts on emerging technologies and industries, including blockchain technology. 
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